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City of Miami Beach, 1700 Convention Center Drive, Miami Beach, Florida 33139, www.miamibeachfl.gov 

LETTER TO COMMISSION 
II 07- ,).Oil/ 

TO: Mayor Philip Levine and Members 

FROM: Jimmy Morales, City Manager 

DATE: January 3, 2014 

SUBJECT: RECOMMENDATION FROM T E HEALTH ADVISORY COMMITTEE REGARDING 
FERAL CAT POPULATION IN MIAMI BEACH 

The Health Advisory Committee would like you to be aware of the following motion made regarding 
the feral cat population on Miami Beach, which was approved at the September 17, 2013, committee 
meeting. 

MOTION: A Letter to the Commission would be drafted on behalf of the Health Advisory 
Committee advising them of the cat population issues on the City of Miami Beach and the 
inherent danger to the public. 

Members Present: Andrew Nullman, Anthony Japour, Harold Foster, Julie Zaharatos, Rachel 
Schuster, Stacey Kruger, Steven Sonenreich, Shaheen Wirk 
Members Absent: Jay Reinberg, Tobi Ash, Maria Ruiz 

Motion Made By: 
Motion Seconded By: 
Motion Passed: 

JLM/sb 

Stacey Kruger, M.D. 
Shaheen Wirk 
Unanimously 

c: Kathie G. Brooks, Assistant City Manager 
Sylvia Crespo-Tabak, Human Resources Director 
Health Advisory Committee Members 

C:\Users\humabris\Documents\Health Adv Committee\L TC-Feral Cat Population from HAG.doc 
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The purpose of this letter is to provide an update to the Commission from the Health Advisory 

Committee. 

This Board expressed its concerns about the growing populations of feral cats in Miami Beach, beginning 

almost one year ago, when discussion about designating "cat feeding" areas in some public spaces were 

brought to our attention by some citizens concerned about the public health risks. At that time the 

Health Advisory Committee voted unanimously to present our concerns to the Neighborhoods and 

Community Affairs (NCA) Committee where this issue was being discussed in November 2012 

(Attachment 1). The after-action memo of this meeting states that no action was taken at that time 

(Attachment 2). 

Since that time there has been no public follow-up that we are aware of until August 2013 in LTC 325-

2013 where a cat feeding pilot program along certain areas of the boardwalk is being proposed 

(Attachment 3). 

At the last meeting of the Health Advisory Committee on September 17, 2013 the Board again voted 

unanimously to draft this letter and reiterate our concerns about both the public health risks and 

potential liabilities that could result from the establishment of these areas as well as several 

recommendations. 

• Feral Cats are a public health threat. This is a given, not a point of debate, for anyone who 

educates themselves on this issue. Feral cats carry diseases and parasites which pose serious 

and potentially fatal risks to adults, children, pets, and the native bird and wildlife populations, 

such as RABIES. (See attachment 1, pages 4-8} 

./ RECOMMENDATION: Consider amending rules and regulations (local laws/City Code) to 

prohibit cat feeding in Miami Beach Parks and do NOT approve the pilot program 

proposed in LTC 325-2013. 

• Promote Trap-Neuter-Release for existing feral cats - It is our understanding that the City of 

Miami Beach has been awarded resources to trap feral cats and there are numerous local 

veterinarians who will spay/neuter these animals as a service to the community. At the NCA 

meeting of November 2012, referenced above, data was presented by The Cat Network stating 

that 665 cats in the City had been neutered during the months of May-October 2012. They 

stated that "beginning January 2013 efforts will be shifted to South Pointe Park neighborhood." 

The Cat Network has taken it upon itself through a grant to neuter/spay, feed and care for them. 

This organization operates wholly under its own auspices without oversight from the City, at 

least as far as we are aware. We find any claim of completion of the process in South Pointe 

Park difficult to believe as eye witness accounts of feral kittens, within the past month, 

irrefutably confirms that these cats are multiplying. You cannot have kittens without multiplying 

cats. If the Cat Network has spayed and neutered the population, at a minimum the City should 

periodically review their records to verify that all known members of the cat population have 
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documented sterilizations. If the Cat Network is as diligent and thorough as they claim, we 

should be able to audit their records to confirm this on a regular basis . 

./ RECOMMENDATION: Devise some accountability mechanism (e.g. public reporting 

requirements) of the trap-neuter-release (TNR) program being executed by the Cat 

Network on behalf of the City 

• Lastly, the members of the Commission need to realize and agree that TNR programs do NOT 

reduce the risk of infectious disease transmission and if public feeding and interaction cannot be 

formally eliminated by law or City Code, a public education/awareness effort should be enacted . 

./ RECOMMENDATION: Add information to the pamphlet "Caring for Animals" distributed 

by Code Compliance and Green Space Management (example verbiage below) . 

./ RECOMMENDATION: Add signage around park(s) and public areas stating the health 

risks especially to vulnerable populations. 

(Example verbiage could read: "Warning: close contact with feral cats and/or their feces can 

cause serious health problems in humans including blindness and death. Special 

populations at higher risk include children, pregnant women and immune-compromised 

patients. Please see www.cdc.gov for more information.") 
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COMMITTEE MEMORANDUM 

TO: Neighborhood and Community Affairs Committee 

FROM: Kathie G. Brooks, Interim City Manager 

DATe: November 19, 2012 

SUBJECT: The Cat Network, Inc. Spay and Neuter Services In the City of Miami Beach 

Bac15.9round 
Feral oafs have been known to live in the City of Miami Beach in varying numbers since 
1912. lrt that year, JN Lummus introduced cats into the community a$ a way of 
attacking rats. After that sltuati(ln was resolved, the City was left with a feral cat 
population. Over the years the City has worked With organizations that have assisted in 
controlling the population by introduoing spay and neuter programs. Due to allegatlons 
·of hookworm caused by the feral cat popoulat!on in Miami Beach in 2010, the City has 
aggressively formed · partnerships to · address methods to manage the current 
popoulation of feral cats and to reduce the numbers over time through the 
implementation of enhanced spay and neuter programs. 

The Mayor and City Commission at its September 14, 2011 meeting, passed and 
adopted Resolution No. 2011.-27007, which retroactively approved and authorized the 
City Manager, or his/her designee, to submit an application to PetSmart Charities® in 
the approximate amount of $80,000 to assist fn funding the City's feral cat spay/neuter 
program. The City submitted an application to PetSmart Charities®. for funding to 
continue and expand the feraf cat spay/neuter program that had been implemented with 
The Cat Network, Inc. 

The free~roaming cat grant offered by PetSmart Charities® provides funding. strategic 
planning and mentoring for a comprehensive trap-neuter-return (TNR) program for free­
roaming cats. The goal is to build a program that is community-wide in scope, effeotive 
in reducing the local feral and stray cat populatlon, efficient in Its use of resources, 
measurable in impact and sustainable over a pertod of years to come. 

The Cat Network, Inc. (CN) is a 501(c)3, incorporated. in December 1995 and Is 
dedicated to reducing the overpopulation of stray and feral cats In South Florida through 
the humane practice of sterili:zatlon, vaccination, and return. It also dedicated to 
providing low~cost spay/neuter services for stray, horneleM and abandoned cats; 
helping members in their efforts to place adoptable cats in loving homes; and advocating 
non~lethal population control and humane public policy. 

The Cat Network, Inc~. is the only local organization that does this service routinely and 
on the scale required by the City's program. As a nonwprofit volunteer organization. Cat 
Network absorbs all the costs other than the surgery itself - the biggest cost being 
trapping, but also Includes expenses such as gas, insurance, medications and materials. 
The costs associated with the Cat Network's services for spay/neutering will be funded 
by PetSmart Charities®. 



Neighborhood and Community Affi:ilrs Committee 
Cat Spay and Neuter Program Update 
November 19, 2012 
Page 2of3 

ihe Clfy has been collaborating with the Cat Network for approximately three (3) years 
to address animal issues iii the community, namely spay and neutering of feral cats. 
Over these years, the City and The Cat Network, Inc. have held monthly spay and 
neutering events that yielded ~n average of 40 surgeries per event. 

The Cat Network, Inc. first brought its mobile surgical unit. the Miami Meow Mobile, to 
Miami Beach in March 2009 providing low cost spay and neuter services to Miami B~ach 
for pets, strays and feral cats. For the past thtee years, the Cat Network had been 
receMng the City's annual allocation that had been identified to sterilize stray and feral 
cats ($5,000). From September 26, 201 o until The Cat Network entered into an 
agreement with the City of Miami Beach to implement a program .utilizing the PetSmart 
Grant , 715 stray ahd feral cats were $terilited In Miami Beach. 

In addition to the City funding, The Cat Network1 Inc, secures other resources to fund the 
costs of the spayJneuter mobile unit used to provide this service (and the reduced fee 
charged by the Veterinarian). The City has worked closely with The Cat Network, Inc. to 
identify date.$, locations (for the placement of the mobile uni~ as weU as storage of 
trapped and treated cats) and additional funds to expeind this effort. The Qoal of both the 
City and The cat Network, Inc. has been to secure funding to sterilize 1000 cats per 
year. The PetSmart Charities®' Grant program was identified as an opportunity to 
continue the partnership between the City and The Cat Network, Inc. to this reach this 
goal. The City applied for this grant in partnership with The Cat NetWork. 

Following a grant submittal, on October 11, 2011, lhe City received notification that It 
had been selected to receive the requested grant amount ($40,000 per year for two 
years, or a tota.1 Of $80,000). Staff worked With the City Attotney'$ office on the 
particulars of th.e grant agreement. T'he grant agreement with PetSmart Charities® was 
executed by the City on March 9, 2012. A Professional Servfees Agreement between 
the City of Mlamf Beach and The Cat Network, Inc. was approved by the City 
Commission and executed on April 9, 2012. Spay and neuter services began in May 
2012. 

The Cat Network, Inc. has spayed/neutered 665 community cats in the City of Miami 
Beach during the months of May; June, July, August, Septembar and October 2012. 
This puts them in line with the goal of sterilfzing 1,000 cats in the first year of the two 
year agreement to sterilize 2,000 cats. The program began by concentrating efforts in 
the North Shore Open Space Park area based on requests from the community to 
address the large number of free roaming cats; Beginning In January 2013, efforts will 
be shifted to the South Pointe Park. neighborhood. f n addition to trapping cats in the 
area, residents can schedule appointments to bring in their pets. 

The success of the program Is dependant on the partnership and cooperation of the 
PetSmart Charities, Inc., The Cat Network, Inc. and the many Qat feeders who routinely 
feed the colonies of cats throughout Miami Beach. The majority of cat feeders are 
independent of The Cat Network. The City has developed a program to educate cat 
feeders as to the rules that regulate cat feeding and titter control. A filer "Caring for 
Animals" is distributed by Code Compliance and Greenspace Management . The flier 
refers to City Code Section 46-92 as pertains to Utter Control and No Trespassing in the 
Dunes. It is legal for people to feed cats in the City of Miami Beach, but they must 
comply with the rules that mandate that the feeder stay with the cat while eating and that 
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Cat Spay and Neuter Program Update 
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the food and materials must be picked up as soon as the cat is finsihed eating, Food 
cannot be placed directly on the ground, Including on leaves or plants. When using 
plates, cans or containers, these objects must be removed. The flier provides 
information to the feeders to connect them to the trap, neuter and release program 
(TNR) and encourages their participation in the program. · 

lhe City of Miami Beach Health Advisory Committee at the meeting of October 22. 2012 
adopted Recommendations to the City Commissioners Regarding Feral Cats. The 
recommendations are attached. Although the recommendation summary refers to the 
Waterfront Protf:)ction Committee, no action relevant to cats was taken by that 
committee. 

KGB/MASJlwb 

!t:\cmgt'i$ALL\Max Sklar\Other\NCAC\Nel9hborl11:iods Feral Cat RGPQl1Nov19 2012.dO(ll( 
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Rt\lc<>IYlrtlendation to the City Commissioners Regarding Feral Cat$ from the Health Advlsoty Board 

The Issue: Ferai Cats are a public health threat. Thls is a given, not a point of debate, for anyone who 
educates themselves on this issue. Feral cats carry dfseases and parasites Which pose serious and 
potentially fatal risks to adults, (;hildren, pets, and the native bird and Wildlife populations, such as . 
RABIES and VISCERAL LARVA MIGRANS,* Feral cats stool in the grass and on our beaches. ihelr feces 
fntrocf ucl¢i long lived parasites tnto the soil and sand that can then spread to residents and tourists who 
have never come fi1 direct contact with these cats. local veterinarians state that the application of a 
monthly product to control disease and parasites couJd work, but each cat must be treated every month 
to control the problem - a solution that is likely not feasible. The cats are reproducing which only 
exacerbates the problem. Finally, the cats compromise the aesthetics of South Pointe Park The city has 
spent $23mm renovatrng. the park, arid it is in danger of becoming overrun by feral cats with time. 
Humane animal societies agree that feral cats must be vaccinated and treated_ to contain the spread of 
disease as well as advocate for Treat-Neuter-Release strategies 

The He~lth Advisory Committee proposes 3 action items to the City Commissioners: 

1. Oppose the establishment ot a fera{ cat feeding area and ci.>n$ider legislation prohibiting: it - Feral 

cat advocates are presently tryfng to.establfsh a designated area where these oit$ can be fed. Such 
efforts will exacerbate and multfply the public health threat. Not only should a feeding area nQ! be 
designated, but it should be made illegal to feed feral cats. This will create a methanlstn bY which 
repeat offenders can be cautioned and reprimanded. 

2. Promote Trap-Neuter-Release for e)(f$tlng feral C3t:s by leveraging existing re$ources ~It is. our 
understanding that the city of Miami Beach has been awarded resources to trap feral cats1 and there 
are numerous local veterinarians who will spay I neuter these animals as a serv.k:e to the 
community. the resources are in place already and must now be utilized.. 

3. Cat Network Accountability and Overslght-An organization termed The Cat Network has taken it 
upon Itself to feed the fora I cats and care for them. This organization operates wholly under its own 
auspices without oversight from the city. The Cat Network dairns that afl of the feral cats have been 
spayed and neutered. We find this claim difficult to belleve as the emp!rlcal evidence suggests 
6therwlse - every year there are more and more cats and while there could be sampling or 
attribution bias behind that observation - eyewitness accounts of feral kittens irrefutably confirms 
that these cats are multlpfying. You cannot have kittens without multiplying cats. If the cat 
Network has spayed and lieuter~d the popuJation, at a minimum the cfty should periodically review 
their records to verify that all known members of the cat population have documented 
sterilfzations. If the Cat Network is as dillgent and thorough as they claim, we should be able to 
audit their tecord.s to confirm this on a regufor basi.s. 

Summary: The Health Advisory Committee is not alone on this issue. Spec::iflcally, the Waterfront 
Protection Committee Is trying to address the feral cat threat to our beaches, QOr homes, and our 
health. Feral cats are not slmply hungry pets who need a meat We need to address this Issue befote it 
grows beyond the ability of the city to control its consequences. lri our opinion this is exactly the sort of 
thing th~ Health Advisory Committee should be addressing via the three recommendations above. 

"'Please see attachment for more complete list of communicable diseases. 
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Zoonotic Di.sease: What Can. I Catch From My Cat'? Pagel of4 

Zoonotic Dhiea$e: What Can l Catch Frl)l)I. My Cat? 

What is <1 zoonotic disettsa? 
Whl!e most feline fnfe~lous dl!>eases ~ffect only C.:fts, and inost twman 
111fcctiot1$ diseases affect only humans, It i:l imp¢rt;;irtt to be aware that son1e 
of th~se diseases-called zaonotic. diseas?s·can be ttartsrnitted between cats 
and people. You ;;;re much more likely to contract aliments from other humans 
than you are from your cat However, simple precautions. common s<:mse; and 

gi)od hygiene, lnduding careful handling of fitter boxe.11 and treating cats wit;li fleas and other parasites, 

can forther reduce the tisk of zoonotlc disease. 

~t>w. are :z:om1otic tli!:'ea~5 transmitted? 
Transmission bf a toollOtlc dlsea$e <:M potentially occur when a persoo comes into oiJ·e<:t contact With 
secr!!!tions or excreMns-such as sativa or f~ces,from an infected cat. Addltionally, t!I disease may ve 
contr<ictecl th1·ougl1 contact with water or fl;Jo<:i that has been contamioat~ by an lnfect.e~ cat. Many 
zoor.otk diseases <:an be transmitted from fleas or ticks (called vectors} to .a person or a <:at from 
another antinal. 

Who is at ~tsk? 
Mo~t i.oonouc dlseases pose minimal threat; however, some humans are p~1ticularly at risk, Those with 
immature or weakened imrriune syste1ns; $t!Gh a$ it1fants, indivldtials with acquired immuncdOlficiency 

syndrome: {AIDS), the elderly, Md people undergoin{I cancer therapy, are more susceptible to zoonotit. 
infect!o(ls than others; 

What are ,soma common zoono~ic diseases? 
S.acterial tflfections 
C<>t-scratc::h disease, also callee bmtonelfosis1 ls by rar the most common zoonot!c clisei:\se ~ssoci<'lted 
wfth cats. Approximately 25,000 peopre are diagnosed every year in the United State$. Cat-scr~tch 
diseaSEi ccm occur when a per$on Is bitten or scratcf1ed by a1i iof>~de<l cat. Fleas may also play <l· 1Gl1!: lri 
the transmission or Infection. fleoi:ile with cat~scratetr disease usually have swollen lymph nodes, 
especially around the head, neck, an<l upperllmbs. !hey may also e;q:ierlence fever, headachl\l, sore 
muscles and joii'lt:s, fatigue, and t>oor appetite, Hee1tthy adults g'3nernll\• rec:over with no lasting effects, 
but it may t;;ike several months for the disease to gt:> away completely, People with compromised 
irmnune systetn$ n'lay suffer more severe, even fatal, consequences. 

Some healthy ~ts are continuously or intermittently infected with cat-scratch disease bacterill, but 
arctibiotics: do not reliably cure infection in these cats and are not currently recommended. Hqwever,. 
avoiding scratches and bites (for exatnpJe, by QOt allowing children to play roughly with cats), 
conl:rotling fleas, and keeping cats tncioor$ an reduce tM l'isk of cat-scratch disease. Secause most 
cases of c<tt-scratch disease result from cont-act with kittens, immunosuppressect people ~houkfavolo 
such contact. 

Salmmrellosis, another common l'.>acterl~I disease, can cause diarrhea, fever, and stomach pam 
beginnin~ one to thr·ee days after 111fectlon. Salrnonellosis usually resolves on its own. However, some 
people require medical attention because the diarrhea ls sevete er the infedion is affecting other 
organs. People usllalfy get salmo11eJlosis by eating contaminated food, such as t.mdetcook&d chicken or 
e{:}gs. However, cats and ether animal!H:!VE\fl those that appear healthy-can carry and pass sa!mi:inefla 
b<lc.tetla lh tileir stoot Salrno11eUa l:lelt.'terla are more commoniy harbored by cats tMt feed on raw meat 
or Wiid bli·ds and animals. f'elfne ittfect!ol'I can bq p<evented by 1<eeph·1g cats indoors ~mt.I feia<llng them 

http://www. vetcomeJ Lcdultbclhrochures/zoonolicdisease.ht111l l0/22/2012 
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Zo<motk Disease: What Can I Catch From My Cat? Page 2 of4 

cooked or commercially proc~ss~d fooct •. Huma11 infection can be prevented by wearing 9loves and 
washing hands t11oroogtiJy ;;ifter deani119 Utter boxes (esp.;dally If used by a cat with diarrhea). 

i><f'f<tsitic tttt'ectiom; 

Fleas i'Jre the most con'lmo1' external parasite of cats, v\'fllle t1eas cannot tMve on 11umal'l5, their bites 
can cause Itching and inftarr'llnatlon. Fleas may arso serve as vectors for cat-scratch and other zoonotic 
disea$es. Ftea-lr1fested cats ma\' bec<>l'i1e 11\fected with tapeworms from fleas ingested while groo1r1ing. 
Children, albeit rarely, can also becotrte it'lfected with tapeworms from Inadvertently Ingesting fleas. 

Smile feline lnte$Llnal Pl:lr~sitt'!s.1 including tounav1tormp and hookwonns, .<:an also cause disease in 
people. Children are partlcularl'i at ris_k due to l:llelr highel' likelihood of contact with cont~m~nated son. 
Viscera/ rarva mi(Jrans; a potentially serious disease that can affact the ey'1!S ~net other organs, results 
fr~m Inadvertent consumption of roundworm eggs (e.g. when soiled fingers are placed in the mouth}. 
CUtiiMOos larva migr.'Jns, an Itchy skin disease, i$ cwsed by cMtact with hookworm-contaminated soil. 
Proper hygiel'te, Including washitig hands before meals, cleaning soil from. vegetables, and reducing 

exposure to cat feces (e.g,, by cove1·iog children's sa1,dboxes When nottn use} am prevent Infection. 
Ariti-parai;lte medicatiMS .for kltt<;?ns and annual fecal ex~rns fur adult cats can reduce environmental 
c<mta1ninatlo11 arid the risk of human infection. 

Ftmga-I :tnfectlo11s 
Ringworm is n<>t caused by a wom1 at all;. it is a sl<ln infectlc>n caused by a group of fungi, Infected cats 
most often come from environmetWs housing large numbers of artimals. lri cats, ringworm appears as a 
dry, gray, $Caly patcl\ on the skin. Iii humans, rlngworrr1 often appears a;, a roun(j, redr itchy le$iOn 
wltll a ring of scale atound the ~dge. Ringworm is tran!ih'litted by contact with an infected animal's skin 
or fur; either directly or from a contaminated e1wironment, Jlif~.cted cats continuously dr-0p fungal 
spon;!S from theil' skll1 and ft1r; these spores, which n:i1m1in .::apabfe of causing infection for «tMy 
mol'lths, are difficult to eradicate from 9 household. Children .are particularly at tisk of infection. To 
reduce environmenl:al cootamioation, confit1.:: it1fe~ed cats to one room until they are free of infe,tion; 
theri thoroughl•t deart and disir'tfec~ the household. 

Proto~ca/tnfecttons 

Protozoans are single·cel!ed organisms. The thr~e most <:ortuJion protozoa! disea;;e.$ 111 cats and humans 
are ayptosporldiosis, giardiasfs, Md toxoptasmosis. Cryptosporidlosi:s and g1at'diasfs cao cause diarrtie;;i 
In both cats arid people, who «sually become infected by a ci;imrnon source-for example, contaminated 
water-not by each ¢ther. To prevent tile spread of Jnfection, sche<luie annuat recal examinations for 
your cats, and rnedi1.:ate Infected cats as dirett¢d by your veterinarian, Other preventive measures 
Jnc:lllde wearing gioves while handling feces-contaminated material, washing lwnds afterWards, and 
boiling or filtering any surface water used for drinking. 

TQxopfas1t10Sis Is caused by the parasitic protozoan ToxoJasm~ gondl1. People with weakened immune 
systi::m;;,. or infant;; whose mothers are infected durlng pregnancy, can develop severe Illness. People 
comm<:mly become infected by eating undercooked 01· raw meat, Qr .by Inadvertently consuming 
cont.amlnateo soil on unwashed or undercooked vegetables. tJnfortw,ately, pregnant women or 
hnmunosuppressed iotllviduals are often mistakenly advised to remove cats from tt10 household to 
reduc~.<t the risk of toxopla$mo1>is. Hcw\'!.ver, peopll';! are highly 1.mli~ely tu become infected ftot)1 direct 
c<mtact with the!I' c-c1ts. 

Cats can t>ecome Infected by eating infected rodents, birds, or ~nytlling contaminated With feces from 
another i11fected cat. An infected cat can shed the parasite lrt its fec~s for IJD to two weeks. The parasite 
must then matw·~ fOl' ome to five days before It becorn~s capable of cau$l119 inf~l:iQn. •fowever, it (;an 

http://www.vet.cornell.edulfhc/brochures/zoonotiediseas~.html I0/2?/2012 
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ZoonoHc Disea)e: Whal Cai1 l Catch From My Cat? 

Pl?rsist in the:\ ~nvirtmment for many months and cont1nt1e to contamin~te soil, water, 9arden,sy 
sandbo'l<e5, or any place where an inf'ect~d cat has d~fecatei;i. 

Page-3 of4 

Bi;s!c rwg1ene can prevent toxoplasmosls:. Wear gfov~s when hao<lllng potentiaf!y contaminated material 
(for ~xamt1le, when garden111g or handfing raw meat), and be sure to wash your h<U;ds afterwards. 

Avoid eating undercooked meat, and thoroughly wash fruit and vegetables befor~ eating. Surface wa~er 
should be bol!M ,or filtered prior to drinking, and'. cf'!ifdren's sandboxes should be covered when not in 
use to 1>reve11t wandering cats from defec;atlng In them. Scoop lltte1· boxes daffy while we~ring gioves, 
a11d wash your hand$ <tfterwards. !'regnant women or immunosuppressed indivldttals are safes;t wlw~ll­
(lther h0usehoid. memb.ers clean the titter box, 

Vira/Infedlom~ 

Most virus<:s infect only their natural host s1lecfes, Human viruses, like thase that cause the <:ommo11 
cold, lnf~ct cmly humans, wh!le feline immunor.leftdel'lcy virus, feline infectious: peritonitis virus, and 
feline 1¢ul<emla virus infect only cats. However, one vin4$ that <.:art be passed from catS" to numan$ Is 
rabies, a vl;af <lisease resuftin'1 from the bite of an iofected anlmal. Cats ate highly susceptlole to 
rabies, whkh att:acks the central nervous syst~m. causing a variety ~'tf signs. Rabies is almost always: 
fatal, lt1 l)fiorJle, rabl$s Infections usually occur when art ll'll'ected animai bites a person. In. order to 
prot«e humar> health1 rabie$ vactinatior\ of cats is required by law in many areas. EW,m if your cat is 
l<ept indoors, it is important to keap rabies vaccines current because cats oc<:asionaHy e$cape outiloors, 
and betause rabid animals such as bats and raccoo11s occas!onally enter Muses. lo further reduce your 
sisk of rabJes, avoid contact with Wildlife and stray animals. See a doctot immediately if you have Men 
bitten by an animal. 

Whal: ci;tn l do t<> protect my cat and myself? 
CornrMn sense arid good hygiene will go a long way tOW<lrd k~eph1g you, your famlly, and your cat free 

of zconotlc diseases, Here are a few simple pi'.ecauti<ms: 
Wash hands before eatir,g and aft.el' liahdling cats. 
schedule annual checkups and fecal exams for YQdr <:at. 
Seel' veterinary <;are for sick cats. 
Ke(~p r.;ibles vaccinations cw·re11t. 
Maintain appropriate flea anj:I ti~l< control. 
Avoid teti;lng y'()Ut' <:~t lick your face, rooc! uteh5ils1 (')I' plate. 
Conslc.te1· keeping cats indoors. 
Seel< medical attentioii for cat bites. 
Feed tal'S coo\<.ed or co111me1·dally processed food. 
Scoop litter boxes to remove fecal material daily, 
Periodical!y dean litt(;!.r box:es with scalding water and detergent, 
Wear ?Jloves when gardening ()r handling raw meat; wash hands afterwards. 
Cover childrert's sandboxes when not.lo use. 
Wash fruits (!nd vegetables before eating. 
Filter or boil surface water before consuming. 
Cook meat t9 1.60°F Of ao0 c (medium~well-.dorte). 

1Y1f.~ b1·ochure wa.~ prepared by the t.f.meJ'ir.:tJfl A..~:~oda1fou of"fitf ifl!J,, I'r.Hff{fim£<!f:.~ 1.mdd1e C(>nwll 
Feline Health Ce11rer. Camell University. College of VeterJnm:v i\-!edfoine, f/fmca. New York I ./HJ;J-
640{. The center i.'i com1i1ilted to lmprovins the health qfc,rl.'i by developing method.I ft> preve/11 di' 
t'~ire feline dlseases and by providing cmttinubtg ecluc:atlon ro 11eJeri11aria11s and t'()f owmnw. Mud1 of 

http://'www. vet .. comell .eduifhc/btochurcs/zoonoticdisease.htinl 10/22/2012 
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that work is nwde possible by the financial support <!I/fiend~·. i;12002 by Cornell Uniwrsil)~ All nghJs 
1·1t$1:rwu.J. C<Jrnctl Universfly I.'> an equttl oppm·timif;1, 4tJ1rmative Clction edu<.!aWr 'r1td employer. 

..... _.ill~ I~ )lllo• .,. ' ...... '" ttl'i.~ .. 'VJ'" d I ) 1<41.dwit.o'll'fll ...... p:z 4il +:i ...... ...........__..-.~· -· -·~l'-'d_._._ __ ~--------·'-•-·-~·-• -
Homo I How t~ Reach t J.s I lfrrw You Ca it Help I Links 

last updated Nov. 15. 2006 n'!(lo11.apl'Oblem with thi& page io .Yv.;bmast~":t· 

http:/fwww.veteomell.edu!t.l1clbrochures/zoonoticdisease.htmf 1012212012 
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G MIAMI BEACH 
City of Miami Beach, 1700 Convention Center Drive, Miami Beach, Floridu 33139, www.mlamibeachll.gov 

COMMISSION MEMORANDUM 

TO: Mayor Matti Herrera Bower and Member$ of the City Commission 

FROM: Kathie G. Brooks, Interim City Manager 

DATE: December 12, 2012 

SUBJECT: REPORT OF THE NEIGHBORHOOD/COMMUNllY AFFAIRS COMMITTEE HELD ON 
MONDAY; NOVEMBER 19, 2012. 

A meeting of the Neighborhood/Community Affairs Committee was scheduled for Monday, 
November 19, 2012 at 3:00 pm, and was held in the Training Room Located at 1755 Meridian 
Avenue, 3rd Floor. Commissioners in attendance: Commissioners Ed Tobin and Jerry Libbin. 
Members from the Administration and the public were also in attendance. Please see the 
attached sign-in sheet 

THE MEETING OPENEQ AT 3:27 PM. 

1. Discussion To Enhance The Capital Project Entitled Normandy Shores Golf Course 
Aluminum Picket Security Fence.' (3:27PM) 

Commissioner Libbin recapped the background of this discussion to enhance the security 
fence around Normandy Shores Gotf Course. 

Interim City Manager Kathie Brooks stated that it was discussed that there be some sort of a 
delineator to clearly show the property line. 

Input was received from the pub,lic! 

Daniel Vetia spoke 
Paul Mokha spoke. 
Mickey Minagorry spoke. 
Glenda Phipps spoke. 
Susan Fleming spoke. 

ACTION: The Committee (Commissioners Tobin and libbin present) unanimously moved to 
proceed with placement of a six (6) foot aluminum fence/hedge combination placed away from 
the homes along the natural boundary of the golf course's field of play. Final location to be 
determined based on a survey of the area. Another delineator (TBD} at the property line as 
agreed upon by the Administration and the South Shore Drive residents was recommended 

The Committee also recommended in support of a low hedge around the other unsecured areas 
of the golf course and recommend the City consider funding during the next budget cycle when 
working on capital appropriation. 

Finally, the Committee also recommended the administration and City Attorney's Office research 
the placement of guard gate at North Share Drive Bridge and have a community meeting with 
residents. 
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3. Quarterly Crime Statistics (Recurring Item On A Quarterly Basis). (4:20 PM) 

Miami Be.ach Police Assistant Chief Mark Overton pr.esented a quarterly report on crime statistics 
within the City of Miami Beach, explaining that all around crime was down 5.51% from the 
previous year (418 less incidents overall). He added that Police has implemented various 
programs such as, DUI checkpoints which occur twice a monthand Saturation Patrol for which a 
unit was created to patrol the most troubled areas. 

Commissioner Tobin recognized Police Assistant ·Chief Overton and Police Captain Richard 
Clements for being proactive with a comprehensive .effort that police has Implemented in troubled 
areas. 

Commissioner Libin commented on future events, and asked police t-0 be ready and have some 
training or conversations with hotel security in regards of the major event "Art Baselp 

4, Follow Up Report On The Progress Of The Cat Network's Efforts In The City Of Miami 
Beach (Originally A Discussion Regarding Prohibit/on Of Cat Feeding Jn Miami Beach City 
Parks). (4;31 PM) 

Community Resource Coordinator, Lynn Bernstein presented the item, and the participation from 
PetSmart Charities and the volunteers made this program a successful one, and thanked all the 
volunteers who attended the meeting. 

Frank del Vecchio .• spoke: 
John Curbello spoke 

The Health Advisory Committee recommendations were also revewed by the Committee, but no 
action was taken by the Committee. 

5. Resolutions Authorizing Agreements With Various External Entitles To Assist The City In 
Implementing The Action Plan To Address Potentiai Corruption And Misconduct: 
A. A Resolution Approving And Authorizing The City Manager And City Attorney To 

Negotiate An Agreement With Mlami .. Dade County, On Behalf Of The Miami-Dade 
County Office Of The Inspector General (MDCOIG), To Authorize The MDCOIG To 
Provide Independent Investigations Into City Practices And Operations In Order To 
Prevent And Detect Fraud, Waste, Financial Mismanagement, Employee Misconduct, 
Or Other Abuses. · 

B. A Resolution Approving And. Authorizing The Mayor And City Clerk To Execute An 
Agreement tn The Not To Exceed Amount Of $45,000, With Miami-Dade County, Florida, 
On Behalf Of The ·Miami-Dade County C<>mmission On Ethics And Public Trust, To 
Develop And Provide A Comprehensive Ethics training Program For City Employees 
Who Hold Positions That Are In Regulatory Areas Of The City. (4:47 PM) 

. Commissioner Tobin reviewed the history of the resolutions regardihg the recent investigation on 
charges to City of Miami Beach employees that were arrested by the Federal Bureau of 
Investigations. 
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LETTER TO COMMISSION 

TO: Mayor Matti Herrera Bower and embers of th 

FROM: Jimmy Morales, City Manager 

DATE: August 26, 2013 

SUBJECT: Cat Feeding Stations - Pilot Pro ram 

RECFtv;:.·o 
2013 SEP -9 PM l,: 44 
CITY CLEHWS OFF ICE 

The purpose of this L TC is to inform you that ·the City of Miami Beach Community 
Outreach Team is working with The Cat Network, Inc. to address some of the concerns 
raised from the community regarding feeding of cats directly on the boardwalk. 

In March, 2012, PetSmart Charities .awarded the City of Miami Beach $80,000 for a two 
year period to trap, neuter and release (TNR) 2000 free roaming cats. The City entered 
into an agreement with The Cat Network, Inc to implement the program funded by 
PetSmart Charities. To date, approximately 1200 cats have been spayed and neutered. 
Cat feeders are part of the solution to co'ntrolling the numbers.of cats on Miami Beach. 
Four people feed over 200 cats daily in the boardwalk area. Not only do.they feed the 
cats but also monitor the free roaming population for any special attention that is 
required to keep them healthy. 

In collaboration with The Cat Network, Inc., it is proposed to implement a one month pilot 
program that will place cat feeding stations below the boardwalk. The stations will help 
to contain the food and keep out of site of the general public. It will be more 
manageable for the feeders and they will be able to maintain a clean and litter free area. 
Laws require that all food and dishes be picked up following each feeding. The Cat 
Network, Inc. has assumed the costs for building the feeding stations. There is no cost 
to the City. 

The Miami· Beach Police Department newly designated Animal Resource Officer, Code 
Compliance Department, Public Works Property Management Division and Community 
Outreach, work closely to assist in support of the efforts and.also provide educational 
information to those involved in the campaign. Many feeders participate in the trap, 

. neuter, release program (TNR) conducted by The Cat Network, Inc. · 

Should you have any additional questions, please contact Lynn W. Bernstein, 
· Community Outreach Coordinator, City Manager's Office, 305-673-7010. 

JLM/~ . · . 
./ 


