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TO: Mayor Philip Levine and Members 

FROM: Jimmy L. Morales, City Manager ~--.../ 

DATE: January 13, 2015 

LETTER TO COMMISSION 

SUBJECT: PARKS & RECREATIONAL FACILITIES ADVISORY BOARD MOTION 

The Parks and Recreational Facilities Advisory Board passed the following motion at its 
regularly held meeting on January 7, 2015: 

MOTION: 

The Parks & Recreation Facilities Advisory Board requests that the City Commission 
consider development of the former Par-3 property as a Community Recreational Park with 
sufficient open areas for family picnics and play, as well as a variety of sporting activities, 
while preserving the character of the neighborhood, but without being restrained by the terms 
of the settlement agreement as to the "use restrictions". 

The Board is aware of the Art in Public Places ordinance. However, being mindful that the 
nearby Convention Center will include nearly eight acres of highly stylized parks and with the 
intent of developing a community recreational park, rather than a tourist park, the Board 
recommends that the art features which take up useable land be kept to a minimum. 

We believe the neighborhood and residents of Miami Beach as a whole, will benefit most by 
designated areas "within" the park to include, 

• A variety of fields and open greenspace of sufficient size to accommodate family play 
and sporting activities; 

• Five hard tennis courts; which is the minimum allowable number of courts for our high 
school students to hold at-home tennis matches. The courts should be primarily for 
residential use, with accommodation by the Parks Department for use by the Miami 
Beach Senior High School Tennis Team; 

• Sufficient parking adjacent to entrances and possibly along the perimeter of the park 
and with a goal to avoid parking on swales; 

• Landscaping including berms and hills to provide texture and possible neighborhood 
landscape buffers; 

• Concepts to consider include a tot lot; a designated dog park; walking/jogging paths, 
_ a vita course and storm water retention, as needed, but with minimal use of 

recreational land. 
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Members Present: Jonathan Groff (Chair) Chris Growald, Dana Turken, David Berger, 
Elaine Soffer Siegel, Harriet Halpryn, Jennifer Caplan, Leslie Graff, Paul Stein, Lee 
Zimmerman, Ronald Krongold (via telephone) and Stephanie Rosen 

Members Absent: Lorie Nieder 

Motion made by: Chris Growald 
Motion Seconded by: Paul Stein 
Motion Passes: 12-0 

JLM 

c: ark Taxis, Assistant City Manager 
John Rebar, Parks & Recreation Director 
Elizabeth Valera, Parks & Recreation Deputy Director 
Carla Maglio Gomez, Parks & Recreation Assistant Director 
Tatiana Escobar, Administrative Services Manager 
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