
MIAMI BEACH 
PLANNING DEPARTMENT 
Staff Report & Recommendation 

TO: 

FROM: 

Chairperson and Members 
Planning Board 

Thomas R. Mooney, AICP 
Planning Director 

PLANNING BOARD 

DATE: January 26, 2016 

SUBJECT: File No. 2136-4041 Collins AVJ -The Thompson-Progress Report 

UPDATE 
At the November 24, 2015 Board meeting, the applicant provided a letter from The Audio Bug, 
Inc, substantiating that the venue's sound system was adjusted to lower the sound levels in the 
pool area (see attached). Since the Progress Report in November, there have not been any 
more noise violations. 

BACKGROUND 
June 24, 2014 

August 26, 2014 

March 24, 2015 

The applicant, the Crown Miami Hotel Owner LLC, was granted a 
Conditional Use permit for a neighborhood impact establishment with a 
maximum occupant content of 1 ,284 persons. 

The applicant, the Crown Miami Hotel Owner LLC, was granted a 
Modified Conditional Use Permit (MCUP) for a neighborhood impact 
establishment with a maximum occupant content of 1 ,590 persons. 

The applicant came before the Board for the required 90 day Progress 
report. 

November 24, 2015 The applicant appeared before the Board for a Progress Report and the 
matter was continued to the January 26, 2016 meeting pending an update 
on measures taken to mitigate sound spillage from the pool area. 

PROGRESS REPORT 
Staff research of City records found that the following open violations are showing in the City's 
records as of this writing (the current status is in parenthesis): 

1. CE15009673 513012015 (Written) Loud music. 

2. CE15011974 810712015 (Violation) Loud music. 

STAFF ANALYSIS 
The previous noise transgressions were coming from the pool area. This area is authorized by 
the MCUP "to play ambient background music, which may include live music, at a volume that 
does not interfere with normal conversation." It appears that the adjustments made to the 
sound system by the acoustic consultant have addresses the issue, as new noise violations 
have not been issued since then. 
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STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
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In view of the documentation from the applicant advising of the corrective actions taken to 
ensure such violations do not occur in the future and that new noise violations have not been 
issued, staff recommends that the Board consider the issue and suspend all further Progress 
Reports. 

TRM/MAB/TUI 
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THE AUDIO BUG, INC. 
3800HrLLCRESTDRIVE,# 102 • HOLLYWOOD,FL 33021-7937··; Pfio}m: 954-983-2788 • FAX: 954-983-2789 • audiobugl@aol.com 

November 24,2015 

Thomas R. Mooney, Director 
City of Miami Beach Planning Department 
1700 Convention Center Drive, 2nd Floor 
Miami Beach, Florida 33139 
Phone: (305) 673-7550, Fax: (786) 394-4799 

Reference: File No. 2136. 4041 Collins Avenue- The Thompson Miami Beach Hotel 
Thompson Hotel Sound System Inspection Report 

Dear Mr. Mooney, 

As of today; I can report that the Thompson Hotel Sound System has been certified as compliant with the conditions of the City's·· 
Conditional Use Permit for its outdoor venues. Recent inspections and adjustments made to the system confirm that maximum 
sound levels detailed in the original system specifications have been implemented. 

All outdoor systems have been adjusted in-situ to ensure that operational sound levels will not adversely impact adjacent properties. 
The CUP limits the systems to maximum long"term system levels ofLeqA 70 dB!LeqC 80 dB. The attached measmements from 
the evening of Friday, November 20, 2015 provide verification of typical sound levels measured on and around the pool deck. 

I invite City Staff to conduct an inspection to confirm that these acoustical conditions have been met. We need only to determine 
a mutually convenient date and time for carry out this inspection. 

With the recent adjustments, the system faithfully complies with the CUP and City's Noise Ordinance. I welcome any questions 
from all interested parties. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Donald J. Washburn 
President 

.Acoustical SoC:fetY of At'nerlta 
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Thompson Hotel Miami Beach 
Pool Deck Sound Level Analysis 

Friday, November 20, 2015 
Starting at 1 0:00 p.m. 

Sound Levels measured around pool deck over a 1 0-minute 

Levels measured during tnis period were compliant with those specified in the Conditional Use Permit 
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THE AUDIO BUG, INC. 
' 3800HlLLCRESTDRIVE,# 102 • HOLLYWOOD,FL 33021-7937 • PHONE: 954-983-2788 • FA.X: 954-983-2789 • audiobugl@.aol.com 

Thompson Hotel Miami Beach 
Pool Deck Sound Level Analysis 

Friday, November 20, 2015 
Starting at 1 0:00 p.m. 

Detailed analysis of sound levels measured over the 1 0-minute period shown above 
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PLANNING ·BOA>RD 
CITY OF MIAMI BEACH, j;LO'FUOA 

PROPE·RTY: 

LEGA>L 

4041 Collins Avenue 

The application by Cr-own Miami Hot-el Owner, .LLC, r:eGfuesting a 
Conditional Use Permit pur<Suant to Chapter 11-8, Articles IV and V, ·for a 
Neighborhood Impact ·Establishment (NIE) with a c::omblned maximum 
occupant oontent of 1·;59.0-persons. 

·DESCRI·PrtqN: ,.,,.,,.,"§e~ .. ''§xhibi~A" attached in the application. 

Me·ETING DA'fE: Aug.ust 2-6, 20~4 

MODI'FISD COND~i"IONAL USE PSRMii 

'fh:e applicant,. Crown NJiami Hotel Owner, LLC, ·filed an application with the Pl.anning ~oireetor 
r~questlng Conditional Use approval pursuant to ·Chapter .118, Articles IV and V, for a 
Neighborhood Impact 'EstablishmenL(NIE) with a combined maximum o0cupant content of 
~· 1 .59.0 persons. Notice oHhe request was given, as required by law, and mailed ou:t to 
owners of property within a distanGe of 375 feet of the exterior limits o·N:.,e property upon which 
the application was made. 

The Planning ·Boafd of .tf1e City of Miami Beach makes the··following ··FINDINGS ·OF FAG'r, 
·based upon the evidence, information, testimony and materials presented at the public :hearing 
and which ar-e·pal't of.the oHhe r~cord'for this matter: 

'fhat the -pr-operty in ques·tion is located in the RM-3. - Multlfamily .. Residential· High 
lntensity··eoning district; 

That the use is ccmsis·tent with the Gornprehensive ··P.Ian ~tor .t.f:le ar.ee. in which -tt-le 
proper:ty is located; 

·'f'hat the inten<!led . .use or eonstruction wlll not result in an impact that will exeeed ·the 
threshoiG!s ·for the levels of service as setforth in the·Comprehetrsive Plan; 

"Phat structures and uses associated with the Feqll!est are consistent with ,the Land 
Development Regulations; 

That the public health, safety, morals, and general weifare will !lot be adversely affected; . 

That necessary safeguards will ·be provided ·for the "protection of sur-r.ounding property, 
persons, and neighborhood values. 
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IT IS THEfteFORE ORDER.ED, based upon the foregoing findings of fact, the evidence, 
Information, testimony and materials presented at the public hearing, which ar.e part of the record 
for this matter, and the staff report and analysis, which is adopted herein, including staff 
recommendations, as may have been modified by the Planning Board, that a Conditional Use 
Permit as requested and set forth above, be GRANTED subject ·to·1he following conditions to which 
the applicant has agreed: 

1. 'The Planning Boar.d shall maintain jurisdiction-of-this Conditional Use Permit. The applicant 
shall appear befor:e the Planning Board :for a progress report within 90 days ·from the 
issuance of the BTH, and again within 1'80 days from the issuance of the SiR The Board 
r-eserves -the right t-o modify the Conditional Use approval at the time of a pro.gr.ess report in 
a non-substantive manner, to impose additional conditions to addr.-ess possible problems 
and to determine ·the ·timing and need for future progr.ess reports. This Conditional Use is 
also subject to modificat1on or·r.evocation under City Coc:le Sec. 118-1·94 (c). 

2. This Conditional Use Permit is issued to ·Crown Miami Hotel Owner, LLC, a·s owner of The 
Thompson Miami Beach Hotel 'for a Neighborhood Impact -Establishment, consisting of 
restaurants, lounges, ·bars ang poo.Ldedk ..... Subsequent owners and operators shall be 
required to appear before .the Board to affirm their understanding of the conditions listed 
her:ein. 

3. Any change of operator or ownership ·shall requi~e review and approval by ·the Planning 
Board as a modification to this ·Conditional Use Permit. 

4. The conditions of approval ·for 'this ~conditional Use Permit are binding on the applicant, the 
property owners, operator,g, and all successors in interest and assigns. 

5. Substantial modifications to the plans submitted and appr{)ved as part of the application, as 
determined by the Planning Director or Glesignee, may require the applicant to return ·to the 
·Board for approval. 

. 6. The applicant, now and in the futur-e, shall abiale ·by all the documents and statements 
submitted with this application. 

7. As proposed by the applicant, the pr-oject authorized by this Conditional Use Permit 
includes the creation and operation of the 'following venues, with a maximum occupant 
content of 1 ;590 persons or any lesser such occupant content as determined by the Fire 
Marshal: ~· "" 

a. 3-Meal .. Restaurant / 1'Venue 1" 

i. 334·rotal Occupancy 

ii. Full~service restaurant with approximately 24'5 seats, which shall ·be 
permitted to serve·breakfast, ·lunch and dinner until2 a.m. 

iii. Interior and e~erior ·seating ·facing another ground ·floor venue, 11the 
Grove." 

iv. Only permiUed to p1ay ambient background music, which may include 
live music, at a v-olume -that does not interfere with normal 
conversation. 

PB 2136. 4041 Collins Avenue -l'he Thompson Miami-Beach Hotel 
August 26, 2014 
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b. La Esquina Ta~ueria I "Venue 2" 

i. 234 "Fotal Oecupancy 

ii. Full-service restaurant and cafe with approximately 1:29 seats 
which may serve lunch and·c:linner until 5 a.m. It shall be permitted 
·to provide 

iii. ·Entel'tainment and danae may be permitted in .the interior 
r.es:taurant 

iv. The cafe shall ·be permit,ted "to operat-e until 3 a.m. ·and includes 
approximately 48 interior seats and approximately 36 e~terior· 
seats. 

v. The cafe shall only be permltted.to play ambient background music 
at a volume that does'hot inteiiere'With normal conversation.· , 

c. 1930's House I "Venue 3" 

i. 334 Total Oecupancy. 

ii. .A bar lounge which contains approximately 50 seats located in the 
interior of the house . .Entertainment and dancing shall ·be·permiHed 
until 5 a.m in the bar lounge portion ·of the venue. 

iii. The "Outdoor Northside", includes approximately 19 seats and 
shall. only be permitted to play ambient ·background music, and 
shall be permitted to stay open until 3:00a.m. 

iv. The "Outdoor Southside", which shall include approximately 39 
seats. 

v. "The Grove", inclucles appPOximately 64 seats, and shall only be 
permitted to play ambient background music, which may include 
live music, at a volume -that does not interfere with normal 
·conversation, and shall··5e.permit·ted to stay open until 3~00 a.m. 

d. ·Pool/ "Venue 4" 

i. 382 iotal Occupancy. 

ii. T'he venue, located in the 'f-ear of the ,property, contains 
approximately 224 outaoor seats. 

iii. Lunch and dinner serviee shall be permitted until 3:00 a.m., at 
which time the venue shall be closed. 

iv. The pool s-hall only 'be ·permitted ·to play ambient background 
music, which may include live music, at a volume that does not 
interfere with normal conver-sation . 

.PEl 2136. 404'1 Collins Avenue -The T-hompson Miami Beaoh Hotel 
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e. LibraryNIPArea & Banquet I "Venue 5" 

I. 306 fatal Oscupancy. 

ii. The venue is a. lounge located in ·the interior second 'floor of the 
Thompson Hotel oonta]ning approximately 238 seats. 

iii. ~entertainment, including live music and dancing, shall be permitted. 

iv. This venue shall be permit{ed ·to operate until '5:00 a.m. 

·a. ·.Special Events may occur on the premises, -subJect to City ordinances, ·rules or 
r-egulations existing at the time, and may ex~eed the hours of operation and occupancy 
loads specified herein, if perrn~tted by the ·Fire Marshal, subject t-o the ·r-eview and 
approval of staff; ·except that during ·the first ninety days following the lssuanee of a TOO, 
occupancy loads ·tor Special Events shall not exceed aggr.egated permitted on paragraph 
7·.··"fherSoard reserves ·the right to modify occupancy loads ·ror Special 'Events at th'EHime· ·· 
of progress reports. Live entertainment may.t>e permitted. 

9. "The equipment and installation plan for each proposed new sound sys-tem, including the 
location of all speakers and sound ·system controls shall be submitted to staff for r.eview 
and approval prior to obtaining a building permit. Ninety days after opening, -the sound 
systems In all the venues ·shall be -tested by a qualified aco.ustlc professional, and a 
report shall be submibted ·to stafHor r;eview. 

10. Hotel security personnel and other hotel. staff shall take measu-r:es to -enforce the Patron 
Age Res-triction of ·-the City .Code during the hours of operation of all alcoholic ·beverage 
establishments. 

11. ·St-r:eet flyers and handouts shall not be permitted, including handbills from ·third ... party 
. promotions. 

12. The applicant shall participate in a Tr-ansportation -·Concurrency Management ·Area -Pian 
("J'CMA Plan), if deemed necessary, by .paying Its -fair share cost, as determined by ·the 
Transportation/Concurrency Management Division, prior t-o . obtaining a Certificate of 
Occupancy or Business Tax ·Receipt, whichever ·may occur first, at:Jd. any other .. fair share -
cost that -may be due and owing. Without eKception, all concurrency ·fees, mitigation fees 
and~concurrency administrative costs shall be paid prior·to the issuance of a Certificate of 
-Qccupaflcy or-Business "faK-Recei:pt. 

13. Valet attendants shan be prohibited from using 43 Street in ·their r-oute-to store and retrieve 
vehicles. 

14. VaJ.et operator and ·hotel security ·p.ersonnel shall monitor plck .. up and dro.p ... off areas ·to 
ensure that queuing of vehicles wi'il not lntetfer.e with traffic-on Collins Avenue. 

1'5. As proposed by the applicant, security staff shall be posted at each entrance and exit ·point 
to the hotel. Security staff shall monitor patron circulation and occupancy levels in orcler·to 
adjust crowds acoor.cfing to occupant loads. Additional security s-taff would -be hired during 
special events, holidays, and high occupancy days, based on demand. Security cameras 

PB 2136. 4041 Collins Avenue -'T'he Thompson Miami Beach Hotel 
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shall be Installed around the ,perimeter of the property, as well as throughout the interior of 
the property, as neeG!ed. 

16. During week.ends and lar-ge events the Applicant shall maintain additional security staff to 
control crowds when ·the 41st-street entrance is in operation. 

17. Trash colle.c:tion shall take place seven days a week and noise "from ·trash dumpsters shall 
be mitigated with rubberiz-ed wheels and/or other noise reducing materials, subject to -the 
review and appr-oval of staff. 

18. A"bicycle parking plan shall be submitted·:for staff-review and approval.prior·to the issuan·ee 
of a ·Building Permit. 

19. The applicant shall satisfy .outstanding liens and past due City bills, if any, to the satisfaction 
-Of the City prior to the issuance of an oecupational .license to operate this entertainment 
establishment. 

20. The Planning Board shall retain 1he right to call the owner or operator back before them and 
modify the hours of 6peratio'n-"or the' occUpant load' ofth:e accessory uses proposed for the 
project should there be valid complaints about loud, .ex~essive, unnecessary, or unusual 
noise. Nothing in this provision shall be deemed ·to limit the right of the Planning Board to 
call back the owner or operator ··"for other r:easons and for other modifications of ·this 
Conditional Use Permit 

21. A violation of Chapter 46, Article IV, "Noise," of the Code oi the-City of Miami Beach, Florida 
(a/kla ·~noise ordinance''), as may ·be amended from time to time, shall be deemed a 
violation of this -Conditional Use ·Permit and subject ·to the remedies as described in. section 
118-194, Code ofthe City of Miami ·Beach, 'Florida. 

22. This order is not sev~rable, and if any pr.ovision or condition hereof is held void or 
unconstitutional in a final decision by a oculi of competent jurisdiction, the order shall be 
returned to the Board for reconsideration as ·to whether the order meets the criteria for 
approval absent the strick-en provision or condition, and/or It is appropriate to modify .the 
remaining conditions -or impose new conditions. 

23. The execut.ed Conditional Use Permit shall be recor<:led in the Public Recor-ds of Miami
Dade County, ·Florida, at the e~pense of the applicant and returned to the Planning 
De,partment. No building -permit, certificate of occupancy·, or certificate of completion sht~ll 
be issued until this r-equirement has ·been satisfied. 

·24. The .. establishment and operation ·Of this Conditional Use shall comply with all the 
aforementioned conditions of approval; non-compliance shall constitute a violation of the 
:Code of the City of Miami .. 'Beaoh, -Florida, and shall :be subject ·to enfo~oement ·procedures 
set~orth in Section 114"'8 of said·Code and such enforcement procedur-es as ar.e otherwise 
available. Any failure by the applicant .to eomply with the conditions of this Order shall also 
constitute a basis ·'for consideration by the .Planning >Board for a ·revocation of this 
Conditional Use. 

i 

25. Nothing in ·this order authorizes· a violation of the City Code or other applicable law, nor 
.allows a relaxation of any requirement or standard set forth in the City Code. 
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7·4l. 
··Dated this ____ day of __ S .;;;;..f_,_e1_-~_E_fY\_8f:_fd---=--· 2o14 

STA'fE OF FLORIDA ) 
COUNTY OF MIAMI-DADE ) ". .,.... .. . .... , .. ~ .. · t ;j 

The foreg_Qing fnstrument was aoknowled~ed before me this :fti_ day of 
~~~ . ...2//tl: , by Thomas R Mooney, Planning .Director of the City of Miami 

Beach, Florida,· a Florida Municipal Cor:poration, on behalf of the .oor:poratlon. He is personally 
known to me. 

~~ 
Notary: ~- .J j n:. r ~ 
Print Name: / -t?,At:>r. H 14 

Notary Public, State ofFiorida 
My Go~":Jisslon Expir:es: ;J-~ -I 7 Jr' 
Comm1ss1on Number: F qa- C? CJ ?-I -P-' 

Approved As To Form:.~.· . t~ 
Legal Department ~ ( q ...... ,;r__.lf ) 

Flied with the Clerk of the Planning Board on lft/ (}q /If/ 
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